
A Quarterly Peek at Just a Few Ways We're Making a Difference....Together!

70 Years of Impact!!!
By Heidi Gullickson - Executive Director 2014 - present

As the Executive Director of Brookings
Area United Way, I am thrilled to
announce the 70th year of our
organization’s commitment to the
community!

It started in 1955 as the Brookings United
Charities Fund, thanks to familiar names
like Fishback, Kendall, Sexauer, Dalthorp,
Blauert, McCann, and Chapman. Later,
the organization became known as the
Brookings United Fund, before finally
resting on their final name - Brookings
Area United Way.

During the past seven decades,
Brookings County has increased in
population from 17,000 to 36,000.
Multiple elementary schools have been
added as families grew in number. The
College became the University,
welcoming even more students and
educators. Industries have opened and
brought jobs. In short, the area has
grown.

And so have both the needs and our
efforts to meet them.

One thing has remained constant: this
organization has continued to improve
lives across Brookings County by
addressing critical needs in education,
health, financial stability, and much more.

Executive Director Gullickson updates a United
Way fundraising sign in more recent years.

 Over the years, the number of non-
profits receiving funds has significantly
increased. In addition, the United Way
began spearheading programming to fill
the gaps not covered by other non-profits
ranging from dental visits for children to
food assistance for seniors. We’ve
created collaborations with community
leaders, elected officials, volunteers, and
more to address issues impacting the
well-being of our youth, mental health
needs, and more.
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https://brookingsunitedway.org/seniorboxes/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/resilient-community-brookings-county-tickets-1269267295649?aff=oddtdtcreator
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State Theater on Main Street in Brookings (now
Powershop Gym) displayed the United Charities

fundraising progress above the marquee.

We have continued to meet the
challenges brought forth in our growing
community.

This 70th milestone is a testament to the
dedication of our community members
and their unwavering support. It’s also a
reminder of the continued need for
involvement and generosity. I encourage
everyone to be grateful for our past, and
make a donation to help ensure our
future. THANK YOU!

Program Recognizes Volunteers

January recipients Melvin & Kathy
Schlemmer

United Way recognizes volunteers
with a special proclamation each
month based on nominations from
the community. Pictured are recent
recipients (above) January recipients
Melvin & Kathy Schlemmer, (top
right) February recipient Mary Held;
(bottom right) March recipients
Leadership Brookings Taskforce.

February recipient Mary Held

March recipients Leadership Brookings
Taskforce

Do you know
somebody who
volunteers in
Brookings
County? Have
you seen them
make a
difference? Let
us know, and
they may be
named
Volunteer of the
Month!

Are YOU
looking for
volunteer
opportunties for
yourself? Non-
profits often
rely on such
assistance from
individuals or
groups.

Click Here for Volunteer Opportunities or Nominate a Volunteer of the
Month

Prevention Program Brings Community Together
Brookings Area United Way, in partnership with Resilient Communities and the Brookings
County Mental Health Coalition, welcomed community members to "Stronger Together: Building

https://brookingsunitedway.org/get-involved/#donate
https://brookingsunitedway.org/volunteer-united/


Assets for Brookings, A Day for Suicide Prevention" on February 19th at the Dacotah Bank
Center. (See the quick wrap up below.)
We encourage you to check out all of our community collaborations. Our efforts with Brookings
Council of Nonprofits, Brookings Communities That Care, Early Learner Brookings,
Brookings Mental Health Coalition, and Resilient Community Brookings County take on
large efforts to better serve our community. The classes, programs, trainings, discussions, and
events are more ways Brookings Area United Way helps focus and guide efforts around
important topics of concern.

Program Spotlight: Senior Boxes

https://brookingsunitedway.org/bcnp/
https://brookingsunitedway.org/ctc/
https://brookingsunitedway.org/earlylearner/
https://brookingsunitedway.org/mentalhealthcoalition/
https://brookingsunitedway.org/resilient-community/


Senior citizens are often overlooked in terms of need. They may be more isolated, so others are
unaware of their situation. And many are on fixed and limited income.

Food is a basic need, and we enourage you to reach out to the seniors you know to let them
know about this program. Monthly food pick up is at the United Way office. Box delivery may be
available for those in need.

Learn more about other United Way programs by visiting the "Our Work" tab on our website.

Senior Boxes LEARN
MORE

Visit our
Website

https://brookingsunitedway.org/seniorboxes/
https://brookingsunitedway.org/


In Case You Missed It
Per Brookings Register, March 21, 2025

Your Help Matters. CLICK to DONATE

Other Ways to Give:
Give by Check
Mail a check made payable to:
Brookings Area United Way
PO Box 750 Brookings, SD 57006

Give by Phone
You can make a credit card
contribution over the phone by calling
Randy at the United Way office at
605-692-4979

Give Stock
You can make a gift of securities
directly to United Way. Please call
Randy at 605-692-4979

Give Through Your IRA
Contact your IRA custodian to make
a minimum required distribution.

Honor a Loved One
You can recognize a special friend or



​Donor Advised Fund
You can make a gift through your
Donor Advised Fund by designating
a donation to Brookings Area United
Way.

family member by making a gift in
their honor or memory.

Leave a Legacy
You can leave a legacy of your local
support with a gift to United Way in
your will or estate plans.

Guest Article: QCDs ​
Giving Through Your IRA: How
Qualified Charitable Distributions
Can Maximize Your Impact and
Minimize Your Taxes

By Devan Schaefer, M.S. Wealth Management
Officer at First Bank & Trust

Read this special guest article to learn more about one great way you can donate to
Brookings Area United Way!

Click here to READ MORE!

Upcoming
OpportunitiesRegister Now!

https://files.constantcontact.com/ec6612c4201/9a41693e-365e-42db-83de-a0001732c83d.pdf?rdr=true




Learn more about these and all of our other upcoming
events by searching our Community Calendar.

Visit Community Calendar

https://brookingsunitedway.org/bauwevents/


Survey Responses Needed
We are conducting a community survey to get a better understanding of how to
support local mental health and substance use treatment, education, and prevention
efforts to build a healthier Brookings County. Please fill out this anonymous 5-minute
survey by April 28.

Take the
Survey

Donate Now Visit our
Website
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